CHAPTER V
CROSSROADS

IN the jargon of evolution, M. Blum's career as
social reformer and literary aesthete has been
governed by cataclysm rather than continuity. His
employments, instead of running abreast, form a
cycle of recurrent phases. Not that his pen lags for
an hour. But he has oscillated between precieux and
belligerent with a sharpness inviting us to reckon
each moment of bob and recoil. The opening terra,
one of scholarship, began May 15, 1891, and entered
its decline late in 1897, when he joined the Drey-
fusard staff. A progressing concern with public
affairs notates the seven years following ; their end,
in 1905, synchronized with the abolition of his
column of book and theatre reports in the journal
FHumanite. Another period of cultural authorship,
enduring nine years, concluded in July, 1914.5 with
the publication of Stendhal et le Beylisme^ which
registered the last stand of the artist against the
missionary. His preface to its second edition
illustrates the finality of that surrender. *c In
proffering my book once more to the public,5 * he
mused during 1930, " I experience an unfeigned
and singular emotion. Is it really by me ? It is by
a c me * connected intimately with myself, whom I
recognize with difficulty. It seems, in fact, to
disinter the posthumous work of a dead brother/*
So ruinous was the downfall of the savant that his
writings for twenty-two years, with the exception of
La Riforme gouvernementale^ a manual of " parlia-
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